
CERT UPDATE FEBRUARY 16TH, 2016 

 

 Our monthly meeting will be on February the 24th, 6:00pm at the GVFD Training 

Center, 1285 W. Camino Encanto.  The topic will be Animal Response.  We tried this 

topic last year with a guest speaker but unfortunately heard more about what they 

would do rather than what CERT members can do.  The training this time will focus 

only on CERT.  Animals have emotions as we all know and in a disaster they can be 

fearful, defensive, even aggressive.  In a search and rescue situation, what do you 

do if confronted by a dog protecting its injured owner? Cats can be a problem too; 

we’ll cover both.  You’ll also have a chance to talk about personal experiences. 

 The Pima County Office of Emergency Management held a CERT Leaders Meeting 

on February 12th.  The OEM wants to facilitate communication between all the local 

CERTs, schedule combined training and exercises and consolidate funding requests. 

This coordination from the top has long been needed so we hope it will continue and 

succeed. 

 We had another successful Outreach event on Saturday the 13th at the Quail Creek 

Business Expo. People stopped by our table to pick-up some sample bottles of hand 

sanitizer, brochures and sign our contact sheet.  Tomorrow, the 17th we will do a 

presentation about CERT at the San Ignacio Golf Estates HOA meeting.  Tell us if 

you know of other events where we can spread the word about CERT.  

 On the 27th we will again assist the Santa Cruz County CERT by acting as victims 

for their Basic Class final exercise. Eight of our members have agreed to bleed, 

groan, cry for help and otherwise challenge the new CERT graduates as they deal 

with the carnage; it will be a blast. 

John McGee 

President 


